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CITY COUNCIL
WEDNESDAY MORNING BRIEFING 

To:
Mayor, Council, and Council Candidates
From:
Ron Stock, City Administrator

Date:
November 2, 2016
Highway 97 
Craig and I met with Kathy Grah, a senior transportation planner for CalTRANS, and others regarding Highway 97.  CalTRANS is undertaking a planning project to establish a 20 year development plan for Highway 97.  They call this plan a Transportation Concept Report.
We informed them that the City had five major concerns about this transportation corridor and a handful of suggestions.  We highlighted the following concerns:

1.  Planning was proceeding on building a fire station on the COS campus.  This would impact the intersection of College Avenue and Highway 97.  We renewed previous requests by the City to signalize this intersection.

2.  We reiterated our concerns about the safety of the Boles Street and Highway 97 intersection and again requested signalization.  We also renewed our offer to pay a portion of the cost of these improvements.

3.  We expressed our unhappiness with CalTRANS refusal to permit a sign to be placed on the pad that CalTRANS built for that very purpose at the intersection of Highway 265 and Highway 97.

4.  We informed CalTRANS that traffic flowed much better throughout the corridor when truck traffic was encouraged to enter I-5 southbound by turning on Highway 265 rather than flowing through town.  We suggested signage and other actions that would encourage this routing on a regular basis.

5.  We again raised concerns about the safety of the Lincoln Street and California Street intersections with Highway 97.

As for suggestions:

a.  We encouraged reducing the speed limit from Alamo Avenue north.  The rate of speed added to the safety concerns related to the Lincoln Street and California Street intersections.

b.  We suggested lengthening the turn lanes and adding additional turn lanes and lanes for trucks to get up-to-speed among other improvements to improve access to Roseburg Forest Products and improve safety on the corridor.

c.  We suggested adding at least one passing lane between Big Springs Road and the City Limits.

Further, we requested that CalTRANS hold a public hearing to hear the concerns of our citizens regarding Highway 97.  We offered the Council Chambers for such a hearing.  It is likely that the hearing will be scheduled for a Wednesday night in January.

Sewage Spill
When a community has a major spill of more than 10,000 gallons, the State will inspect the community to determine if this is a once-only type of event or evidence of a more severe problem.  They look at audits, budgets and capital improvement plans to determine if sufficient funding is being provided to maintain the system; they look at maintenance logs, employee training, and similar items to determine if adequate attention is being given to maintenance; etc.  In addition, even if these records meet with their approval, they will look at the facts and circumstances surrounding the event and determine if a fine should be imposed.  The City of Weed’s most recent spill has resulted in the State scheduling a review to begin on December 7th.  I will keep you informed. 

