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CITY COUNCIL
WEDNESDAY MORNING BRIEFING 

To:
Mayor, Council, and Council Candidates
From:
Ron Stock, City Administrator

Date:
October 19, 2016
Sewage Line
I attempted to inform all five Council Members about our sewer backup last evening.  

At 9:30 in the morning a sewer clog causing a backup was reported.  This is the 10’ main lateral running from South Weed to the Waste Water Treatment Plant.  We began efforts to unclog the line.  However, since raw sewage was present on the ground and running into Boles Creek, at approximately 11:00 we informed the County and the State of the problem.  OES issued a public warning.

As a result of the spill, no boil water notice is in effect.  No human water source is at risk—either wells, Lake Shastina’s system or Weed’s water system.

At approximately 5:00 we were able to stop the flow of sewage into the Creek and at approximately 8:30 we were able to uncover the pipe, remove the top of the pipe, and free the clog.  Sewage is running appropriately today.

One citizen reported a sewage backup within his home.  OES stated in their public notice that 10,000 gallons entered the stream.  That may be incorrect and we are analyzing average daily flows to determine the exact amount.

Additional cleanup efforts and repairs will continue for the next couple of days—properly cleaning the citizen’s basement, removing sewage from the ground, calling in a professional company to clean the line both above and below the problem area to make certain that there are no other problems, and repairing the pipe.

The location of the problem was just beyond the overpass where Highway 97 crosses the rail line and where the sewer turns to run parallel to Highway 97 past CalFIRE.

The failure occurred in an area that was washed out by a flood about 30 years ago.  At that time the railroad and the sewer line were both damaged by the flood.  The sewer line was repaired at that time with a plastic pipe.  This is what failed.  We would not repair the line in this fashion today, so one of the items under consideration is removing this section of the pipe and replacing it. 
Sugar Pine Road 
Last week a representative group of homeowners from Hammond Ranch came to my office to discuss Sugar Pine Road.  

This is a private roadway, gravel, which has been connected to South Weed Boulevard with a dirt trail on property owned by the Newtons.  The dirt trail is on an easement obtained by the City to access the South Weed Water Tank.  In the past the City has attempted to improve this roadway, but the Newtons have opposed improvements.  Their property is available for sale and they like having the flexibility of moving the City’s easement as necessary for future development.  However, the Newtons have also opposed the City building a gate or otherwise limiting use.
The property owners on Sugar Pine Road have often used the connection they built from the end of the private road, a cul-de-sac, to the dirt trail as a shortcut into Weed.

With the construction on I-5, many others including a significant number of trucks have begun using this shortcut and avoid congestion.  The private road has been overused, is rutted, has a great deal of washboard, and the dust has been a constant source of irritation to the homeowners.
The homeowners have asked CalTRANS to repair the road.  I do not know how CalTRANS will respond, but their staff does admit to having caused damage.

A group of homeowners have approached the County asking the County to assume maintenance.  The County has told the homeowners they will have to bring the road to County standards before the County will consider assuming it.  The homeowners who came to my office thought that this would cost more than a million dollars.

What complicates this is that the homeowners differ in their opinions.  Some want the road closed to all public access, others want the road to be improved and public.  Some want to have the benefit of using the shortcut.  Others are concerned about increased traffic due to Grocery Outlet, and want the shortcut eliminated.

I told the representatives from Hammond Ranch that the City would like to be good neighbors, but it would be helpful if there was a clear majority supporting one alternative out of the many.

We would support making the roadway public, but this would require the County’s leadership.  In other words, if the County moved forward we would do our share within the City.  

We are not opposed to simply gating the shortcut, but we do not have the authority to do this.  We would need permission from the property owner of the land upon which we have an easement.  Our easement is not the same as a public right of way.  I did promise to ask the Newtons for permission to gate and would ask the Newtons to determine who would be granted the right to use the gate—just the City, emergency responders, and/or property owners on Sugar Pine Road.

Appointment of a City Manger
Ordinance No. 2016-431 creating the Council/Manager form of government will become effective on November 12th or thirty days after its adoption.  Section 34855 of the Government Code states that “within sixty days after the effective date of the ordinance, the legislative body shall appoint a city manager.”  I’ve asked the City Attorney for an opinion on the question—may the Council act to appoint the city manager on its regular meeting of November 10th to be effective on November 12th or must the Council’s action be delayed to the December 8th meeting.  He has told me that the Council may act on November 10th.  Thus, this item will be on your agenda for that meeting.
Appointment of Chief of Police, Finance Director, and Public Works Director
Similarly, Section 34857 of the Government Code also requires that the city manager, once appointed by the City Council, is then required to reappoint the department heads over which he or she has the authority to hire.  Once again I asked the City Attorney about timing.  He has provided direction.  If I am appointed city manager on November 10th I will, on Friday following the Council Meeting, reappoint the Chief of Police, Finance Director, and Public Works Director also effective November 12th.

