 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1CITY OF WEED PLANNING COMMISSION

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
FEBRUARY 15, 2012
The Planning Commission of the City of Weed held a regular meeting on Wednesday, February 15, 2012, at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at City Hall.

Chairman Virgil Tuman called the meeting to order and led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Present, in addition to Chairman Tuman were Commissioners Jess Gonzales, and Paul Zwetsloot.  Also present were City Administrator Earl Wilson, in his capacity as City Planner, and Commission Secretary Deborah Salvestrin.  Commissioners Richard Acquistapace and Wes Dutt had asked to be excused prior to the start of the meeting.  Commissioners concurred and agreed to excuse the absences.  
PUBLIC BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR
Chairman Tuman invited comments and/or questions from the audience on specific agenda items, or any item of interest that is within the Commission’s jurisdiction, noting that no action could be taken by the Commission except to set the matter presented for the next regular Commission meeting.  There were none.  
CONFLICTS OF INTEREST
Chairman Tuman called for Commissioners to declare conflicts of interest on any item on this agenda. There were none.  

REGULAR AGENDA
The Commission agreed to alter the order of the agenda at the request of an audience member representing the two sign applications.  
C.  Sign Permit for dental office – 591 Main Street:  The Planning Commission will consider application submitted by Todd Weaver.  
Commission reviewed an application requesting approval of proposed business signage for a new dental clinic located at 591 Main Street.  The site is located in R-4, or High Density Residential Professional zone, which allows a maximum of eight square feet.  The applicant requests approval of two signs – 1’ x 4’, and 3’ x 5’.  The two signs exceed the signage allowed in the zone.  

Staff recommended the Commission consider amending the zoning ordinance to provide for a greater allowable signage for professional uses, and in the meantime, consider issuance of a temporary sign permit.  Commissioners requested staff draft language to consider an ordinance amendment at the next regular meeting.  

After review and discussion of the proposed signage, and discussion of approval of a temporary sign permit, Commissioner Zwetsloot moved to approve the application as submitted subject to the following conditions:  

A.  A temporary sign permit is issued as requested with the conditions that the Planning Commission is initiating a zoning ordinance text amendment to provide for additional sign standards for an R-4 zoning; and that if the standards are adopted the sign can remain if it meets the new standards or must be revised to meet the new standards within 30 days of the effective date of the standards’ adoption. If no standards are adopted the temporary permit is void 30 days from the date of City action to terminate proceeding with the zoning ordinance text amendment as related to signs in an R-4 zoned area.  

B.  Outdoor advertising structure or sign shall not display or makes use of the words "stop", "danger", or any other word, phrase, symbol or character in such a manner as to interfere with, mislead or confuse traffic.  

C.  Signs shall not have red, green or amber lights that could be confused with traffic signals.  


D.  Signs shall be suspended so as to leave a clearance of at least ten feet perpendicularly above all sidewalks, and a clearance of at least fourteen feet perpendicularly above all driveways, and shall not extend beyond a point of two feet inside the outer or curb line of the sidewalk; provided, however, that no such sign shall be suspended at such a height so as to interfere with the illumination from street lights erected and maintained by the city.  

E.  All signs shall be maintained in good repair and have a neat appearance.  

F.  It shall be the responsibility of the sign owner to clean up any and all debris resulting from a failure of a sign.

G.  Sign permits shall not be issued until fifteen days have elapsed from the granting thereof, and in case an appeal is filed from the planning commission decision thereon shall not be issued until decision has been made by the city council on such appeal.

H  After the required 15-day waiting period, a building permit must be obtained prior to installation.  Engineering for the wind-loading requirement may be required as determined by the building inspector.  

I.  Sign permits shall not have any force and effect until the permittee acknowledges receipt thereof and acceptance of any conditions thereto.  

J.  The city council is authorized and empowered to revoke any permit issued by the city administrator or his duly authorized agents, or the planning commission upon failure of the holder to comply with any of the provisions of this section.  Revocation proceedings shall be conducted as detailed in Sections 18.32.140 and 18.32.150.  

K.  All signs for business owners who go out of business, or discontinue the particular line of business or service advertised in the sign, shall be dismantled and removed within thirty days of such going out of business or service, by the owner of the building or property.  In case of the failure of the owner to do so, the city will cause such sign to be dismantled and removed, and the cost of this shall be borne by the owner of the building or property.  

Commissioner Gonzales seconded the motion and the vote was:
AYES:
Commissioners Gonzales, Tuman, and Zwetsloot

NOES:
None

ABSENT:
Commissioners Acquistapace and Dutt,

A.  Sign Permit for business center – 295 Main Street:  The Planning Commission will consider application requesting a business marquee on the north side of the building at 295 Main Street.  

Commission reviewed an application submitted by Paul and Vivian Willis for sign permit to advertise businesses that rent space in their building at 295 Main Street.   The site allows a maximum of 280 square feet of flush-mounted signs.  The building currently displays only window signs which do not figure in the allowed maximums.   The applicants are requesting a flush-mounted sign measuring ten square feet at the Division Street entrance where commercial rentals are located.  The proposed sign is 30” wide and 48” high and will provide identification of businesses or occupants of office space in the building.  
After review and discussion of the proposed signage, Commissioner Gonzales moved to approve the application as submitted subject to the following conditions:  

A.  Outdoor advertising structure or sign shall not display or makes use of the words "stop", "danger", or any other word, phrase, symbol or character in such a manner as to interfere with, mislead or confuse traffic.  

B.  Signs shall not have red, green or amber lights that could be confused with traffic signals.  


C.  Signs shall be suspended so as to leave a clearance of at least ten feet perpendicularly above all sidewalks, and a clearance of at least fourteen feet perpendicularly above all driveways, and shall not extend beyond a point of two feet inside the outer or curb line of the sidewalk; provided, however, that no such sign shall be suspended at such a height so as to interfere with the illumination from street lights erected and maintained by the city.  

D.  All signs shall be maintained in good repair and have a neat appearance.  

E.  It shall be the responsibility of the sign owner to clean up any and all debris resulting from a failure of a sign.

F.  Sign permits shall not be issued until fifteen days have elapsed from the granting thereof, and in case an appeal is filed from the planning commission decision thereon shall not be issued until decision has been made by the city council on such appeal.

G.  After the required 15-day waiting period, a building permit must be obtained prior to installation.  Engineering for the wind-loading requirement may be required as determined by the building inspector.  

H.  Sign permits shall not have any force and effect until the permittee acknowledges receipt thereof and acceptance of any conditions thereto.  

I.  The city council is authorized and empowered to revoke any permit issued by the city administrator or his duly authorized agents, or the planning commission upon failure of the holder to comply with any of the provisions of this section.  Revocation proceedings shall be conducted as detailed in Sections 18.32.140 and 18.32.150.  

J.  All signs for business owners who go out of business, or discontinue the particular line of business or service advertised in the sign, shall be dismantled and removed within thirty days of such going out of business or service, by the owner of the building or property.  In case of the failure of the owner to do so, the city will cause such sign to be dismantled and removed, and the cost of this shall be borne by the owner of the building or property.  

Commissioner Gonzales seconded the motion and the vote was:

AYES:
Commissioners Gonzales, Tuman, and Zwetsloot

NOES:
None

ABSENT:
Commissioners Acquistapace and Dutt,

B.  Architectural Review – Warehouse at 800 Highway 97:  The Planning Commission will complete the design review process for construction of a warehouse for Black Butte Auto.  

Commissioners discussed the site design and architecture for a proposed storage building of wood-frame construction to be 60 feet wide by 50 feet deep by 25 feet high using the Architectural Review Checklist.
Commissioner Zwetsloot moved approval of the proposed architecture for the project as submitted subject to the condition that the exterior of the new building is of a similar color and materials as the main building.  
Commissioner Gonzales seconded the motion and the vote was:
AYES:
Commissioners Gonzales, Tuman, and Zwetsloot

NOES:
None

ABSENT:
Commissioners Acquistapace and Dutt,

D.  Zoning Ordinance – storage containers:  The Planning Commission will continue to review zoning ordinance amendment and consider application in residential zones.  

The Commission reviewed the draft of the ordinance that could allow storage containers in commercial zones.  Commissioner Zwetsloot moved to schedule the proposed text for a public hearing at the next regular meeting.  Commissioner Gonzales seconded the motion and the vote was:  

AYES:
Commissioners Gonzales, Tuman, and Zwetsloot

NOES:
None

ABSENT:
Commissioners Acquistapace and Dutt,

Commissioners discussed how to comply with Council direction to change text that would allow storage containers in residential areas.  After considerable discussion, Commission could not make findings to justify cargo containers could be located in residential areas.  Staff is directed to make the report to the City Council.  
E.  Housing Element:  The Planning Commission will receive and consider a draft of amendment of the zoning ordinance to comply with Housing Element guidelines.  
City Administrator Wilson reviewed the various steps required for implementation of the Housing Element, and provided a draft of definitions and suggested changes to the zoning chart so as to accommodate the uses implied by those definitions.  

Commissioners discussed the drafted definitions and the changes to the zone chart, and recommended setting the text amendments for hearing at the next regular meeting.  

F.  General Plan Review:  The Planning Commission will commence annual review of the City’s General Plan.  

The Planning Commission discussed how to commence this project.  No action was taken.  
COMMISSIONER'S REPORTS
There were none.  

STAFF REPORTS TC \l2 "
There were none.  

ADJOURNMENT
Chairman Tuman moved adjournment.  Commissioner Gonzales seconded the motion and the vote was:
AYES:
Commissioners Gonzales, Tuman, and Zwetsloot

NOES:
None

ABSENT:
Commissioners Acquistapace and Dutt,

MEETING ADJOURNED AT 8:20 P.M.
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