 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1CITY OF WEED PLANNING COMMISSION

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
APRIL 18, 2012
The Planning Commission of the City of Weed held a regular meeting on Wednesday, April 18 2012, at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at City Hall.

Chairman Virgil Tuman called the meeting to order and led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Present, in addition to Chairman Tuman were Commissioners Richard Acquistapace and Wes Dutt.  Also present were City Administrator Ron Stock, in his capacity as City Planner, and Commission Secretary Deborah Salvestrin.  Commissioners Jess Gonzales and Paul Zwetsloot did not appear.  
PUBLIC BUSINESS FROM THE FLOOR
Chairman Tuman invited comments and/or questions from the audience on specific agenda items, or any item of interest that is within the Commission’s jurisdiction, noting that no action could be taken by the Commission except to set the matter presented for the next regular Commission meeting.  There were none.  

CONFLICTS OF INTEREST
Chairman Tuman called for Commissioners to declare conflicts of interest on any item on this agenda. Commissioner Acquistapace declared a relationship conflict of interest related to the Greene fence permit application.  City Administrator Stock explained that the Commissioner should step from the dais at the time the item comes under discussion however due to the absence of two other Commissioners, he will be counted for the quorum.  
PUBLIC HEARING(S)
Chairman Tuman reviewed the procedures for the conduct of public hearings, and then declared the present as the time and place for the scheduled hearings.  Chairman Tuman then asked for and received verification that proper notice had been given in accordance with the law,
A.  Zoning Ordinance Text Amendments:  

1.  Definitions:  
Chairman Tuman declared the hearing open at 7:07 p.m., and City Administrator Stock reported definitions have been drafted and proposed as required by State housing element guidelines.  Previously, the definitions were approved by the Commission and set for hearing at this time.  The proposed definitions and the zone chart changes have been published and distributed to the Commission and available for public review at City Hall.  Definitions include:  emergency shelters, family, farm worker housing, group care facilities, group residential, single-room occupancy, supportive housing, and transitional housing.   

Chairman Tuman asked for comments and/or questions in support of the proposed definitions and zone chart changes.  There were none.  
Chairman Tuman asked for comments and/or questions in opposition to the definitions and zone chart changes.  There were none.  
Chairman Tuman declared the hearing closed at 7:13 p.m. and asked for Commission comments and/or questions.  There were none.  

Commissioner Dutt moved to accept the definitions and recommend the Council adopt the changes in order to comply with implementation of the Housing Element’s programs.  
Commissioner Acquistapace seconded the motion and the vote was:

AYES:
Commissioners Acquistapace, Dutt, and Tuman

NOES:
None

ABSENT:
Commissioners Gonzales and Zwetsloot

2.  Chart revisions:  
Chairman Tuman declared the hearing open at 7:16 p.m. and City Administrator Stock reported zone chart changes have been drafted that will accommodate the definitions previously reviewed and approved.  The changes to the zone chart affect the R-1 through R-4 districts and the C-1 district.   The proposed zone chart changes have been published and distributed to the Commission and available for public review at City Hall.  

Chairman Tuman asked for comments and/or questions in support of the zone chart changes.  There were none.  Chairman Tuman asked for comments and/or questions in opposition to the zone chart changes.  There were none.  Chairman Tuman then closed the hearing at 7:18 p.m., and asked for Commission questions and/or comments.  There were none.   
Commissioner Dutt moved to accept the zone chart changes and recommend the Council adopt the changes in order to comply with implementation of the Housing Element’s programs.   Commissioner Acquistapace seconded the motion and the vote was:

AYES:
Commissioners Acquistapace, Dutt, and Tuman

NOES:
None

ABSENT:
Commissioners Gonzales and Zwetsloot

3.  Storage containers:  
Chairman Tuman declared the hearing open at 7:21 p.m. and City Administrator Stock reported that at the direction of the City Council, the Planning Commission has previously reviewed the ordinance regulating siting of cargo containers as storage.  The Commission has drafted changes that include:  expand existing zones to C-1 and C-2 where containers may be permitted; a use permit will dictate the required screening – suggested fence, and or painting; setback requirements will not change; granting of exceptions on case by case basis; and annual review is required of all permits issued under special circumstances.  
Chairman Tuman asked for comments and/or questions in support of the ordinance changes.  
Greg Messer, representing the College of the Siskiyous Foundation, requested and received clarification of the wording of the setback requirement.  There were no other questions.  Chairman Tuman asked for comments and/or questions in opposition to the ordinance changes.  There were none.  Chairman Tuman then closed the hearing at 7:24 p.m., and asked for Commission questions and/or comments.  There were none.   
Commissioner Dutt moved to accept the proposed changes and directed staff to report the proposed draft to the Council.  Commissioner Acquistapace seconded the motion and the vote was:

AYES:
Commissioners Acquistapace, Dutt, and Tuman

NOES:
None

ABSENT:
Commissioners Gonzales and Zwetsloot

REGULAR AGENDA
A.  Conditional Use Permit for Security/Privacy Fencing at 692 Oregon Street submitted by Ross and Kim Greene:  Commission will consider application for over height fence under the special circumstance exemption. 

Commissioner Acquistapace stepped from the dais due to the aforementioned conflict of interest.  
City Administrator Stock reported receipt of application for fence permit submitted by Ross and Kim Greene, and noted the application comes under Ordinance No. 403-2012 that permits fences to exceed the allowable height of six feet to enclose tennis courts, similar areas, or in the case of unusual privacy requirements.  

Kim Greene came before the Commission and reviewed the privacy and security problems her property has along its southerly boundary due to the location of manufactured homes on raised foundations.  

Commissioner Dutt moved to approve a fence up to 10’ high along the south property line as requested.  Chairman Tuman seconded the motion and the vote was:

AYES:
Commissioners Dutt, and Tuman

NOES:
None

ABSENT:
Commissioners Gonzales and Zwetsloot
ABSTAIN:  Commissioner Acquistapace

B.  Zoning Ordinance – storage containers:  The Planning Commission will continue to review zoning ordinance amendment for application in residential zones.  
City Administrator Stock reviewed that the Planning Commission discussed this matter in length in February and after considerable discussion, Commission could not make findings to justify cargo containers could be located in residential areas.  The matter was placed on this agenda to give the Commission another opportunity to consider any instances when storage containers in residential areas could be permitted.  
After discussion Commission agreed there may be times such as during residential construction when a temporary on-site storage container could be allowed.  Commissioner Dutt moved to direct staff to draft text that could allow placement of a storage container in residential areas for periods up to 60 days upon issuance of a use permit by the Planning Commission.  Commissioner Acquistapace seconded the motion and the vote was:  

AYES:
Commissioners Acquistapace, Dutt, and Tuman

NOES:
None

ABSENT:
Commissioners Gonzales and Zwetsloot

C.  Sign ordinance – Commissioners will review existing sign regulations as it relates to business signage in the High Density Residential/Commercial. 

City Administrator Stock reviewed that in February Commissioners reviewed sign regulations as it pertains to professional offices in R-4 or High Density Residential/Professional zones.  At the time, the Commission was considering signage for the new dental clinic, and the request exceeded current Code standards.  Commissioners requested staff draft language to consider an ordinance amendment.  
City Administrator Stock invited Commission input on what standards could be used.  After discussion Chairman Tuman moved to direct staff to draft language to add to the sign ordinance that would permit exceptions to the stated sign sizes in the R-4 zones upon issuance of a use permit.  Commissioner Dutt seconded the motion and the vote was:  
AYES:
Commissioners Acquistapace, Dutt, and Tuman

NOES:
None

ABSENT:
Commissioners Gonzales and Zwetsloot

D.  General Plan Review:  The Planning Commission will commence annual review of the City’s General Plan.  
City Administrator Stock reviewed that Section 65103 (a) of the Government Code requires, in part, each planning agency to periodically review, and revise, as necessary the general plan.  Some elements of the City’s general plan are over 10 years old.  Commissioners are offered the opportunity on an annual basis to discuss whether there are areas where changes in circumstances warrant any changes in the plan.  
Commissioners agreed that various planning projects throughout the year offer opportunity for discussion of whether general plan elements require changes, and none come to mind at the current time.  

COMMISSIONER'S REPORTS
Commissioners reported a number of nuisance and/or code enforcement items that have been brought to their attention by constituents including signs that are unsightly and placed inappropriately or for businesses no longer operating, and boarded up or not cared for properties in the business district.  
City Administrator Stock reviewed the Council’s recent workshop which resulted in a goal of working on a community-wide clean-up effort and enhancing code enforcement efforts.  The goal has been adopted by Council and staff will be working on a plan for implementation.  
STAFF REPORTS TC \l2 "
City Administrator Stock reviewed his attendance at a meeting of Siskiyou Association of Governmental Entities also known as SAGE.
ADJOURNMENT
Commissioner Dutt moved adjournment.  Commissioner Acquistapace seconded the motion and the vote was:
AYES:
Commissioners Acquistapace, Dutt, and Tuman

NOES:
None

ABSENT:
Commissioners Gonzales and Zwetsloot

MEETING ADJOURNED AT 8:20 P.M.
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